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NATIONAL NEWS
NUC Delists Some IT Course in Nigerian Universities

The National University Commission (NUC) has announced the denial of accreditation to some courses of some universities in the country. The announcement signed by Executive Secretary of NUC, Prof. Julius Okonjo, said this was the result of its recent accreditation exercises held between 2007-2008. Among some of the courses denied accreditation were information technology related courses in at least three universities. The courses are Computer Science at Bingham University and Nassarawa State University. The other is Computer Engineering at Rivers State University of Science and Technology. The statement advised the Joint Admission and Matriculation Board (JAMB), prospective candidates and the general public to note that the cessations of admission into the affected programmes with effect from 2008/2009.

Lagos State University Roll Outs IT Certification Programmes

As part of its reposing the Lagos State University (LASU) has rolled out professional certification programmes in Information Technology. The programmes, domiciled at the university’s Institute of Software are to run independent of the normal academic calendar of the university. Among the courses on offer are Microsoft Academy Programmes. These include Microsoft Certified Office Specialist, Microsoft Certified System Engineer, Microsoft Certified System Developer, Microsoft Certified IT Professional (Server Administration) and Programming with Microsoft C+. There are also CISCO Academy programme including CCNA, Cisco Certified Network Associate and CompTIA Network. In addition to these the Institute of the Software is also running four software related programmes. These are Basic Programming Fundamentals and Web Solution, Application Development Using Open Source Technologies, Database Administration and Management and Software Development.  Duration of the courses vary from three to fours months. For more details, visit www.lasunigeria.org or email Solomon.omoike@lasunigeria.org.

ITAN Hosts Internal IT Workshop
The Information Technology Association of Nigeria (ITAN) in conjunction with the World Information Technology and Services Alliance (WITSA) is organizing a two-day international IT workshop on the theme ADVANCING THE DYNAMICS OF ICT POLICY ENGINEERING FOR E-GOVERNMENT”“ADIPENG 2009”. The workshop which is billed o hold from the 22nd to 24th April at Hilton Abuja will bring IT professionals, corporate and governmental bodies from all over the world. This would be the first time the global IT body, WSTSA will be holding an event in the country. The president of WISTA will in addition to attending the workshop will preside over the formal inauguration of ITAN/WISTA committees following the admission of ITAN into the body in December 2008. Sources from the ADIPENG 2009 Committee Chairman, Chief Chris Uwaje indicates that WISTA will come with an IT trade mission that would visit different parts of the country to seek partnership with local IT companies and organization.
USPF Calls for Proposals

The Universal Service Provision Fund (USPF) seeks to promote technological innovation and competition in ICT service delivery in underserved/unserved areas; support the establishment of efficient, self-sustaining, market-oriented businesses, including cooperatives, which will continue to expand access to ICTs on their own initiative as well as ensure the effective utilization of USPF financing to leverage investments in rural communications.

In the pursuit of this objective, the USPF and the NCC have identified several major gaps that need to be bridged. The most pronounced of these gaps is the geographic ICT divide that results in unequal access among and between states and their urban commercial and cultural centres, between urban and rural areas (the most pronounced of the geographic ICT gaps), and between and among different rural areas.

As a result of these gaps, huge demand for ICT services such as call centres, cybercafé operations, training and value-added services has mounted over the years in rural areas. The size and nature of these gaps require urgent action and this Government policy thrusts address this objective by establishing Community Communications Centres (CCCs) in these areas to ameliorate the shortcomings of rural dwellers and to increase geographic coverage, availability and use of ICTs within the Country.

It is with this in mind that the USPF is providing subsidies (in cash and/or equipment) to support the establishment of core delivery mechanisms, such as the CCCs, that will stimulate other small to medium investments in the rural areas of the Federation.

The purpose of this Request for Proposals (“RFP”) is to invite qualified Person(s) and or Firm(s) to provide Community Communications Center Services (“CCC Services”) in unserved/underserved locations in Nigeria. The target locations are to be selected by the Proponents.

USPF intends to apply part of its accrued funds towards payment of subsidy (the “CCC Subsidy”) to successful bidders for the establishment and operation of the CCCs pursuant to and in accordance with this RFP, Contract for the CCC Services (the “CCC Agreement”) and any Authorisation to be issued thereto.

USPF plans to award One Hundred and Nine (109) CCC’s implementation Contracts to successful bidders for centres that will cover various locations within the Country. For more information and copy of the RFP, visit the www.uspf.gov.ng or email info@uspf.gov.org.

EVENTS 

1. Domesticating ICT: The Free and Open Source Way 
Organizers: Bayero University, Kano and Hutsoft Nigeria Ltd 

Date: March 6-9, 2009

Venue: Mambayya House, BUK, Kano, Nigeria


For more information visit tataa@buk.edu.ng
2. 74 Internet Engineering Task Force (IETF) Meeting 
Organizers: ISOC 

Date: March 22-27, 2009

Venue: San Francisco, USA, 


For more information visit http://www.isoc.org/educpillar/fellowship
3. Science, Technology and The Environment in Africa 
Organizers: University of Texas at Austin 

Date: March 28-30, 2009

Venue: University of Texas at Austin, USA
For more information contact toyin.falola@mail.utexas
4. SatCom Africa 2009 
Organizers: Terrapinn 

Date: April 6-9 2009

Venue: Sandton Convention Centre, Johannesburg, South Africa
For more information contact rabecca.mulwila@terrapinn.co.za
5. Telecom World Congress 
Organizers: Terrapinn 

Date: April 20-24, 2009

Venue: Okura Hotel, Amsterdam, The Netherlands
For more information contact rabecca.mulwila@terrapinn.co.za
6. Advancing the Dynamics of ICT Policy Engineering for E-Government (ADIPENG 2009) 
Organizers: ITAN and WISTA 

Date: April 22-24, 2009

Venue: Hilton Hotel, Abuja, Nigeria

For more information contact info@itan.org.ng
7. IST-Africa 2009
Organizers: Ministry of ICT, Government of Uganda 

Date: May 6-8, 2009

Venue: Kampala, Uganda
For more information visit www.ist-africa.eu
8. eLearning-Africa 2009
Organizers: eLearning Africa 

Date: May 27-29, 2009

Venue: Dakar, Senegal
For more information visit www.elearning-africa.com
9. Wireless Broadband World Africa 2009 
Organizers: Terrapin 

Date: July 13-16, 2009

Venue: Cape Town International Convention Centre, South Africa
For more information visit www.terrapinn.com 
10. 75 Internet Engineering Task Force (IETF) Meeting 
Organizers: ISOC 

Date: July 26 -31, 2009

Venue: Stockholm, Sweden, 


For more information visit http://www.isoc.org/educpillar/fellowship 
11. Education, Gender & Sustainable Development in the Age of Globalization
Organizers: Women in Africa and the African Diaspora (WAAD) 

Date: August 3-8, 2009

Venue: Abuja, Nigeria
For more information visit www.waadconf.org or email waadconf@iupui.edu
12. Second International Conference on the Applications of Digital Information and Web Technologies (ICADIWT 2009)
Organizers: London Metropolitan University and Digital Information Research Foundation (DIRF) 

Date: August 4-6, 2009

Venue: London Metropolitan University, London, UK
For more information visit /www.dirf.org/diwt2009
13. The Next e-ID Management Technologies and Services
Organizers: Strategies Telecoms & Multimedia 

Date: September 22-25, 2009

Venue: Sophia-Antipolis
For more information visithttp://www.strategiestm.com/conferences/smart-event/09/worlde-id/calls.htm
CITAD NEWS
CITAD BEGINS ICT BUSINESS INCUBATOR PROGRAMME

The Centre for Information Technology and Development (CITAD) has begun its ICT Business Incubators Programme with a pioneer set of 16 youth people. The sixteen were selected from the best of the 300 people who participated last year in the Microsoft/USA Government supported Employability Programme that CITAD and LEAP Africa are implementing in Kano. The ICT Business Incubator Programme as conceived by CITAD is aimed at nurturing the young people to become ICT businesses entrepreneurs. The Incubator programme consists of three components. The first is a training programme on ICT Entrepreneurship. This lasts for three month. During the period the participations are in addition to deepening their ICT skills, given training in such ICT skills as website design, video/film editing, ICT equipment maintenance among others. They are also to be couched in Small Scale Business Management and Marketing as well in communication and negotiation skills. During this time participants are also encouraged to sit for relevant professional examinations such as those organized by the Computer Professionals Registration Council of Nigeria (CPN)

At the end of the three months, they will undergone a 3-month business internship during which they are expected to produce a business plans. These business plans would be discussed with a team of CITAD business advisers and once agreed upon, CITAD would then provide the needed business support on grantorship. The beneficiaries will then at the end of the business internship set up his or her business. At this stage CITAD would provide business mentoring support, networking, professional upgrading and virtual office space for the participants. Six months following the establishment of own businesses would be used to incubate and it is expected that at the end of the year the participants would graduate to full business Entrepreneurs. 

At the core of the programme is the team work and participants are encouraged to work towards setting up partnerships or cooperatives rather individual businesses. The pioneer group of 16 consists of nine (9) male and seven (7) females.

Expression of Interest for Refurbished Computers

1. Are you an NGO, CBO, school or community centre interested in high quality refurbished computers?

2. Are you an old student interested in assisting your former school to get computers?

3. Are you planning to establish a local/community computer training centre?

4. CITAD in partnership with Computer Aid International is channeling the donation of refurbished computers from the UK to Nigeria. These computers are meant for schools, CBOs, NGOs, Libraries, Community centres and local government youth empowerment programme. 

5. Interested organizations/individuals should contact the Scheme Coordinator, CITAD. Enrolment for the March 2009 shipment is currently going and will end by 10th February. 

6. For more information contact CITAD or visit our website at www.citad.org. For registration contact Fatima (08037200996) or email citadev@gmail.com. 

Career Talks in Schools

In continuation with its  effort of promoting awareness about ICTs, the Centre for Information Technology and Development (CITAD), has conducted a Career Talk at Government Science Junior Secondary School (GSJSS) Guri in  Jigawa State on Thursday, 5th-February-2009. The career lecture was delivered by Ahmad Abdullahi Yakasai, who led the CITAD team to the occasion. Mal. Usman Muhammad, the H.O.D. Integrated Science of the school welcomed the CITAD team on behalf of the Principal, and expressed the school happiness for being selected as one of the school that to have benefited from CITAD’s educative career lectures. He stated that he himself had benefited alot from the lecture and hoped CITAD would assist in reviving the school’s Computer Club which has died with the departure of its pioneer mentor, a corper, who has left, having completed his assignment. Mal. Usman urged CITAD to provide an opportunity in which staff and students of the school would acquire basic computer literacy and own PCs. The H.O.D. added that “our school doesn’t even have a computer teacher and almost all of us are not computer literate. Also computer education existed as part of our curriculum but it is really disheartening that it has been neglected, in both theory and practical”  

Replying, Mal. Yakasai stressed CITAD’s ambition to enlighten Nigerians about ICT and provide schools, civil societies, NGO’s, libraries, and individuals with PCs under the CITAD/CAI Computer Aid program currently going on. Further, Malam Ahmad also informed them that among CITAD’s programmes is the mobile training. The mobile training is designed for schools, organizations or even individuals who are far away from training facilities. In the programme CITAD moves its training facilities and trainers to the site for the duration of the training. Malam Ahmad also said if GSJSS, Guri was interested CITAD can provide such training Guri.

While delivering the career lecture, Mal. Ahmad Yakasai described learning Computer as easy not as difficult as Daukar dumar Magaji da nishi and therefore urged the students to work hard in learning ICT knowledge and skills. “What we are looking for is that even in your matrimonial home, you should be engaged in computer activities as this would help eradicate poverty and make you self reliant. And for those of you who have the privilege to further their education you will know that ICT knowledge is of great importance as in the near future computer will dominate every aspect of human life” Ahmad concluded.

Nearly sixty students attended the lecture and seven teaching staff of the school were present at the occasion including Muhammad Ussaini, Deputy Examination Officer, Muhammad Kime, H.O.D. Islamic Studies, Mansur Isyaku, Discipline Master, Muhammad Sa’id Kaku, H.O.D. Hausa among others. 
Other career talks conducted during the month include those at Government Secondary School, Ringim, Jigawa State (10th February), Government Secondary School (GSS) Dawakin Tofa, Kano State (11th February) and Government Girls Secondary School, Kazaure, Jigawa State (24th Februarys)
CITAD Concludes Training for Women

In Nigeria CITAD commenced a computer appreciation training programme for heads of women centres from 15 local governments of Kano State. The training which was organized as a support to the community development project of an NYSC member, was intended to impark the knowledge and skills for the use of computers to the participants. Facilitated by Abdulrahed Sadiq, a Training Assistant with CITAD, the participants were taken through three modules, namely computer appreciation, MS Word and Internet Application. The training which held at Government Girls Secondary School, K/Nassarawa between n 11am-2pm every Tuesday to Thursday, 19th February was completed on xx. Participants were given their certificate of attendance on Friday, 20th February at brief ceremony held at the school.

INTERNATIONAL NEWS AND OPPORTUNITIES 

TECH AWARDS

Awarding innovators from around the world who use technology to benefit humanity. Individuals, for-profit companies, and not-for-profit organisations are eligible to apply. The purpose of the Tech Awards programme is to inspire future scientists, technologists, and dreamers to harness the power and "promise of technology to solve the challenges that confront us at the dawn of the 21st Century".
Deadline: March 27 2009. For more information visit http://www.comminit.com/en/node/266251


PRIZE FOR WOMEN'S CREATIVITY IN RURAL LIFE AWARD
Honouring creative and courageous women and women's groups around the world for their contributions to improving the quality of life in rural communities. At least 20 prizes will be awarded, and a donation of US$3000 will be awarded for established organisations in Africa. The prizes are focused on drawing international attention to the laureates' contributions to sustainable development, household food security, and peace, thus generating more recognition and support for their projects.
Deadline: March 31 2009. For more information visit: http://www.comminit.com/en/node/266435
H.J. HEINZ COMPANY FOUNDATION FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM
Awarding one year of practical, professional, and non-degree educational experiences through the University of Pittsburgh in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, in the United States. Heinz Fellowships are granted to individuals from developing countries who demonstrate potential as future leaders in the public, government, non-profit, or private sectors.
Deadline: March 2 2009. For more information visit http://www.comminit.com/en/node/266350
MACARTHUR FOUNDATION GRANTS FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE

Seeking organizations to expand and strengthen the network of human rights organizations in Nigeria, Mexico, and Russia that provide the basic infrastructure for a national human rights culture based on the rule of law. Grants are awarded only to organizations that define clear objectives for their work and measures of progress toward those objectives. The foundation provides multi-year support. Deadline: Rolling deadline. For information visit http://www.comminit.com/en/node/271822
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