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NATIONAL NEWS

KANO STATE SETS UP COMMITTEE ON ICT4D

The Kano State Government has set up an ICT for Development to develop the ICT Sector of the Kano State Development Plan currently under development. Inaugurating the Committee at his office on 6th April 2009, the State Commissioner of Science and Technology, Dr. Bashir S. Galadanci said that the Committee will work under the auscipes of the State’s Ministry of Planning and Budget which has direct responsibility for the state’ development plan. The Committee which is under the chairmanship of the Hon. Commissioner consists of top civil servants from the state civil service as well as representatives of the private sector and civil society. In addition to the Permanent Secretary and Director of Administration and General Services of the Ministry of Science and Technology, Permanent Secretary of the Ministry for Higher Education and his counter part in the Office of the Head of Civil Service are on the Committee. There are also representatives of the Ministry of Planning and Budget. The State Chairman of the Information Technology (Industry) Association of Nigeria (ITAN) Alhaji Sagir Mohammed represents the private sector while Y. Z. Ya’u of CITAD represents civil society on the committee.

NCS Holds Workshop on Oracle

The Nigeria Computer Society (NCS) is to hold a three-day workshop on Oracle: PL-SQL. The workshop is applicable to Oracle8i, 9i and 10g users. It will cover Introduction to the concepts of relational databases, to create database structures and to store, retrieve, and manipulate data. Participants will learn how to query using Basic SQL Statements, restrict, sort, perform single row functions and group the queried data. In addition, they will be able to write advanced SELECT statements and use advanced techniques such as ROLLUP, CUBE, set operators, and hierarchical retrieval. Skills to query multiple tables, perform nested queries, implement constraints, use date and time functions, and create sequences and views, etc will also be imparted.

The workshop which will take place from the 21st to 24th April in Kaduna is intended for Database Administrators, IT Managers (CIOs, IT Consultants), Systems Analysts and Application Developers. It is one of the programmes that NCS has developed to enhance the professional competence of IT professionals in the country.
NITDA to Site Software Centre in Kano
Satisfied with the effort of the government of Kano state toward the setting up of the first ICT Park in the country, the National Information Technology Development Agency, NITDA is to site up a software testing center in the park. 

 

The agency will also establish in the park a software development center, ICT training center as well as a zonal office of NITDA which currently has no other office complex besides its headquarters in Abuja. 

 

The director – general of the agency, Professor Cleopas Angaye who disclosed this during a visit to the governor of Kano state, Malam Ibrahim Shekarau said the projects will commence before long. 

 

He said:” NITDA is 100 percent satisfied with the efforts of Kano state government in the development of the ICT Park. If every state had done like that, we would have actually moved forward”. 

 

Professor Angaye said Nigeria is blessed with huge resources that will enable it rub shoulders with other emerging economies pointing out that ICT is the foundation of success which the country must take advantage of. 

  

Responding, Governor Ibrahim Shekarau said the state government will continue to bank on expert support from NITDA for the success of its ICT Park, disclosing that n ICT agency will soon be set up by his administration to oversee the management of the park. 

 

Malam Shekarau said the state ICT policy which is the first of its kind in the country gave birth to the ICT Park, expressing optimism that with the intention of key ICT players to establish their presence in the park, it propel the state to the next level. 

 

He thanked the NITDA officials for their visit which he described as encouraging and promised necessary cooperation and support to the IT agency to achieve the set objectives. 

And Microsoft to Partner with Kano on Empowering Women and Traders

Meanwhile, Kano state government says it is willing to partner with Microsoft Corporation for the progress of its ICT Park, women youth and educational development. 

 

The state governor, Malam Ibrahim Shekarau stated this while receiving a three – man delegation from Microsoft Anglophone West Africa who visited him at the government house, Kano. 

 

Governor Shekarau said the government is very willing to open up more areas of partnership with the corporation in view of the huge potentials for growth available to the state and the expertise of Microsoft Corporation. 

 

He described the involvement of Microsoft Corporation in human capital development in the state as critical to the development agenda of his administration. 

 

The governor stressed the need for more effort to spread ICT in schools in view of its importance in the scheme of things noting that the decision of Microsoft Corporation to highly subsidize the cost of software in schools is a cheering step. 

  

The Public Sector Lead, Microsoft Anglophone West Africa, Mr. Onuora Ononye said what his company plans to do in Africa is epitomized by its investment in Nigeria, explaining that the visit is to update the governor regarding the Citizenship Initiative and the Microsoft Initiative in Nigeria. 

 

Shedding more light on the Microsoft Initiatives, Hajiya Jummai Ajijola and Malam Musa Ali Baba dwelt on the corporate social responsibility of the company, its partnership with NGOs for a community technology skills program as well as its involvement in the education sector to bring down the cost of software in schools in Kano. 

ITAN Hosts International IT Workshop
The Information Technology Association of Nigeria (ITAN) in conjunction with the World Information Technology and Services Alliance (WITSA) held a three-day international IT workshop on the theme ADVANCING THE DYNAMICS OF ICT POLICY ENGINEERING FOR E-GOVERNMENT”“ADIPENG 2009”. The workshop which held from the 22nd to 24th April at Hilton Abuja brought IT professionals, corporate and governmental bodies from all over the world. It was the first time the global IT body, WSTSA held an event in the country. Over 30 papers were presented. At the end of the event, a Public-Private Forum consisting of ITAN members and Commissioners of Science and Technology as well as Advisers to State Governors on Information Technology was formed to provide a mechanism for interface between the government and the IT industry and to facilitate learning in working on PPP models in the IT sector. The president of WISTA also formally inaugurated ITAN as the Nigerian chapter of the world IT body.
EVENTS 

1. SatCom Africa 2009 
Organizers: Terrapinn 

Date: April 6-9 2009

Venue: Sandton Convention Centre, Johannesburg, South Africa

For more information contact rabecca.mulwila@terrapinn.co.za
2. Telecom World Congress 
Organizers: Terrapinn 

Date: April 20-24, 2009

Venue: Okura Hotel, Amsterdam, The Netherlands
For more information contact rabecca.mulwila@terrapinn.co.za
3. Advancing the Dynamics of ICT Policy Engineering for E-Government (ADIPENG 2009) 
Organizers: ITAN and WISTA 

Date: April 22-24, 2009

Venue: Hilton Hotel, Abuja, Nigeria

For more information contact info@itan.org.ng
4. Kano Employability Training Workshop
Organizers: CITAD and LEAP Africa 

Date: May 2-8, 2009

Venue: Kano, Nigeria

For more information contact sagir@citad.org
5. IST-Africa 2009
Organizers: Ministry of ICT, Government of Uganda 

Date: May 6-8, 2009

Venue: Kampala, Uganda
For more information visit www.ist-africa.eu
6. ICT for Socio-Economic Development in Africa (ICT4SEDA)
Organizers: World Federation of Engineering Organisations

Date: May 14-16, 2009

Venue: Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe

For more information contact ict4seda@zarnet.ac.zw
7. 17th World Congress on Information Technology 2010: Challenges of Change 
Organizers: WISTA 

Date: May 26-28, 2009

Venue: Dakar, Senegal
For more information visit www.wcit2010.com

8. eLearning-Africa 2009
Organizers: eLearning Africa 

Date: May 27-29, 2009

Venue: Dakar, Senegal
For more information visit www.elearning-africa.com
9. Wireless Broadband World Africa 2009 
Organizers: Terrapin 

Date: July 13-16, 2009

Venue: Cape Town International Convention Centre, South Africa

For more information visit www.terrapinn.com 
10. Managing the Current Global Challenges: Information Technology Tools and Strategies (MacGlobe 2009) 
Organizers: Nigeria Computer Society (NCS) 

Date: July 21 -24, 2009

Venue: Abuja, Nigeria

For more information contact conferences@ncs.org.ng
11. 75 Internet Engineering Task Force (IETF) Meeting 
Organizers: ISOC 

Date: July 26 -31, 2009

Venue: Stockholm, Sweden, 


For more information visit http://www.isoc.org/educpillar/fellowship 
12. Education, Gender & Sustainable Development in the Age of Globalization
Organizers: Women in Africa and the African Diaspora (WAAD) 

Date: August 3-8, 2009

Venue: Abuja, Nigeria
For more information visit www.waadconf.org or email waadconf@iupui.edu
13. Second International Conference on the Applications of Digital Information and Web Technologies (ICADIWT 2009)
Organizers: London Metropolitan University and Digital Information Research Foundation (DIRF) 

Date: August 4-6, 2009

Venue: London Metropolitan University, London, UK

For more information visit /www.dirf.org/diwt2009

14. The Next e-ID Management Technologies and Services
Organizers: Strategies Telecoms & Multimedia 

Date: September 22-25, 2009

Venue: Sophia-Antipolis
For more information visithttp://www.strategiestm.com/conferences/smart-event/09/worlde-id/calls.htm
CITAD NEWS

CITAD FLAGS OFF IT TRAINING FOR YOUTH

The Centre for Information Technology and Development (CITAD) on Tuesday, April 2, 2009 flagged off its Information Technology Training for youth in Kano under the Microsoft’s Unlimited Potential (UP) scheme. At a ceremony held at the auditorium of the School of Technology, Kano State Polytechnic, CITAD disclosed that with support from Microsoft Corporation it intends to train 400 youth across the North West zone of the country this year. The ceremony was chaired by the Director-General of the Kano State Directorate of Social Reorientation, Dr. Bala Mohammed who was represented by Alhaji Sani Mohammed Usman, the Special Assistant to the Governor on Adaidaita Sahu while the Guest Speaker was Dr. Bashir S. Galadanci, the State Commissioner for Science and Technology.

In his welcome remarks, the Director of CITAD explained that the participants for the programme were drawn from different local governments of the state. He said that aim of the programme was to imparts IT skills on the participants that would make them either employable or to be self-employed. He disclosed tat last year under the Employability Programme jointly supported by Microsoft Corporation and the USA Government 200 youth were trained and that many of them were now working as interns and volunteers with different organizations in the state.

In her remarks, the Corporation Citizenship Programme of Microsoft, Mrs., Nana Adjoor Mintah said that the Unlimited Potentials is the company’s flagship corporate social responsibility engagement aimed at driving technical into the communities. She said this was the third year of the UP in Nigeria and provides training in all the six zones of the country. She later presented set of the Local Language interface software packages to the Hon. Commissioner of Science and Technology.

In his lecture, Dr. Galadanci expressed appreciation with both CITAD and Microsoft for the initiative which he said has significance to the Kano State’s ICT Park project. He explained the essence of the project which he wais aimed at using ICTs as an economic sector to provide jobs and create wealth in the state. He revealed that already the project has reached an advanced stage and that the park would soon be commissioned. May companies, with employment spaces running to hundreds have already shown their commitment to move into the park was soon as it as complete he added. He explained that with this development there would great demand for IT skill people and this was he was urging the beneficiaries to make good use of this opportunity as they would be needed in the ICT Park.

In his own goodwill massage the President of the Kano State Chapter of the Association of Local Government Chairmen and Chairman of Tarauni Local Government said that he was happy that the participants were drawn from different local governments and that they were ready to support the initiative. He revealed that all the local governments have been directed to set up computer centres in their local governments and hoped that many of the participants would be available to work at these centres.

Other guests at the occasion were the Director General of Directorate for Youth Development, the Chairman of Bagwai Local Government and the Chairman of the Kano State Council of Youths as well as representatives of development partners in the state. 

Computer Training for Teachers

CITAD used the current school holidays to launch its computer training for teachers of secondary schools in Kano State. From xx, to xx April it conducted training for teachers of Fatima Mohammed Government Girls Secondary, Gyadi-Gyadi in Tarauni Local Government. Twenty teachers took part in the training which aims at building their capacity on Microsoft Office use. From 27th April the mobile training unit of CITAD moved to Government Arabic Girls Secondary School, Tudun Wada in Tudun Wada Local Government. Currently 27 teachers are under going the training. 

Coming Programmes 

On 4th May, CITAD will Flag of its ICT Youth Empowerment Programme in Jigawa in partnership Hon. Abba Anas Adanu, member of the House of Representatives, representing Birniwa/Guri/Kirikasama Federal Constituency in Birniwa Birnwa Local Government of Jigawa State. The Jigawa State Governor, Sule Lamido is Guest of Honor while the Emir of Hadejia, HRH Alhaji Adamu Abubakar Maje is the Royal Father of the Day. Chairman, Birniwa Local Government, Alhaji Aliyu Idris Diginsa is the Host. 

From 10-13, CITAD will hold interactive forums in computer refurbishing in Dutse, Jigawa State, Azare, Bauchi State and Damaturu, Yobe State. Form will be addressed by Ms. Anne Mukusi, the West African Desk Programme Officer of Computer Aid International (CAI), London.

On 7th and 8th May, CITAD will conduct a training programme on ICTs in Planning and Data Management for Local Government Directors of Planning, Research and Statistics of   Jigawa State.

From 18-22, May, CITAD and LEAP Africa with hold Employability Workshop for Youth under the Microsoft/USA Government supported Youth Employability Programme. 
INTERNATIONAL NEWS AND OPPORTUNITIES 

MACARTHUR FOUNDATION GRANTS FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE

Seeking organizations to expand and strengthen the network of human rights organizations in Nigeria, Mexico, and Russia that provide the basic infrastructure for a national human rights culture based on the rule of law. Grants are awarded only to organizations that define clear objectives for their work and measures of progress toward those objectives. The foundation provides multi-year support. Deadline: Rolling deadline. For information visit http://www.comminit.com/en/node/271822
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