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NATIONAL NEWS

Informatics Kazaure Gets New Rector
The Jigawa State owned Information Technology Institute, Kazaure, has got a new Rector. He is Dr. Moahmmed. Kiri. Until his appointment Dr. Kiri was a senior lecturer in the Department of Mathematical Sciences, Bayero University, Kano. The appointment of the rector is part of the reorganization of the institute to bring up to a specialised polytechnic focusing on IT training.
Number Portability: Extension of deadline for Submission of Proposals

Ahead of its plan to articulate a policy framework for the implementation of number portability in the telecommunication sector in the country, the Nigerian Communications Commission (NCC) has advertised calls for submission of proposals. Consultants wishing to submit technical and financial proposals are invited to download the Request for Proposal (RFP) from the website of the NCC (www.ncc.gov.ng).  Deadline for the submission of the proposal is now June 19, 2009. Further information can be obtained from numberportability@ncc.gov.ng.

Federal Ministry of Aviation: Call for EOIs

THE Federal Ministry of Aviation is inviting prospective IT consultants to submit expression of interest for ICT training for the Nigeria Airspace Management Agency (NAMA). The programme is to b e funded from a credit received by the Federal Government of Nigeria from the International Development Association (IDA) (IDA Credit No. 43640 UNI). The overall objectives of the training consultancy is to impact the required skills, knowledge and competence on the modern trends in information and communication technology an its application to airspace management to the core ICT professionals and officers of NAMA, with the aim of enhancing the capacity and capability of NAMA to play its role as one of the best ANS service provider in the West and Central African region. The scope of services include enterprise ICT architecture/strategy, aviation unified communication infrastructure in consonance with the global CNS/ATM trend, distant recovery and business continuity, and VSAT and its applications in aviation communications. Others are business process automation, advanced networking including WAN integration and network security (post 9/11), defining IT service management procedure and implementation and ICT project management. Interested consultants must provide information indicating that they are qualified to perform the services (ie CVs), description of similar assignments, experience in similar environment, etc. Expression of interest must be delivered either electronically or in hard copy to the Project Coordinator, Project Coordination Unit, West and Central Africa Air Transport Safety and Security Program, Federal Ministry of Aviation, No. Sarki Mukhtar Crescent, Off Abdusalami Abubakar Way, Apo 1, Durumi District, Abuja, Nigeria, not later than 4.00 pm on 22nd June 2009. More information can be obtained from the same address (phone: 234-97817734 and email: petaviation2000@yahoo.com.

ipNX Rolls Out Broadband Internet in Kano

ipNX, one of the companies participating in the NCC’s State Accelerated Broadband Internet (SABI) has commenced provision of interment services in Kano. The service which went public on 17th May following a period of test is available in Kano metropolitan areas covering about six local governments in the State.

ipNX Nigeria Limited is a leading provider of infrastructure-based Telecommunications and Information Technology services here in Nigeria. Leveraging more than a decade of experience, the company was formed by the divestment of the telecommunications services division of Telnet Nigeria Limited and has been in operation for many years.

ipNX currently provides a range of communications and IT services to Corporate organizations within Nigeria on its IP (Internet Protocol) based communications network using both radio and satellite communications technologies. As part of its growth strategy, ipNX seeks to also extend its services to small and medium sized businesses and residential customers. In the long term, ipNX has determined that it needs also to have a strategic presence in the wire line market to ensure that we will be able to provide future services, which require high bandwidth in the last mile.

 

With the roll out in Kano, ipNX now provided service in at four major cities in the country, the other three being Lagos, Abuja and Port Harcourt.

EVENTS 

1. Microsoft NGO Academy 
Organizers: Paradigm Initiative Nigeria (PIN) and the Centre for Information Technology and Systems (University of Lagos), Microsoft 

Date: June 17-18, 2009

Venue: University of Lagos, Lagos, Nigeria

For more information contact mnacademy@pinigeria.org 
2. Wireless Broadband World Africa 2009 
Organizers: Terrapin 

Date: July 13-16, 2009

Venue: Cape Town International Convention Centre, South Africa

For more information visit www.terrapinn.com 
3. Managing the Current Global Challenges: Information Technology Tools and Strategies (MacGlobe 2009) 
Organizers: Nigeria Computer Society (NCS) 

Date: July 21 -24, 2009

Venue: Abuja, Nigeria

For more information contact conferences@ncs.org.ng
4. 75 Internet Engineering Task Force (IETF) Meeting 
Organizers: ISOC 

Date: July 26 -31, 2009

Venue: Stockholm, Sweden, 


For more information visit http://www.isoc.org/educpillar/fellowship 
5. Education, Gender & Sustainable Development in the Age of Globalization
Organizers: Women in Africa and the African Diaspora (WAAD) 

Date: August 3-8, 2009

Venue: Abuja, Nigeria
For more information visit www.waadconf.org or email waadconf@iupui.edu
6. Second International Conference on the Applications of Digital Information and Web Technologies (ICADIWT 2009)
Organizers: London Metropolitan University and Digital Information Research Foundation (DIRF) 

Date: August 4-6, 2009

Venue: London Metropolitan University, London, UK

For more information visit /www.dirf.org/diwt2009

7. Telecoms World Africa 2009
Organizers: Terramedia 

Date: August 4-September 31, 2009

Venue: Cape Town International Convention Centre, Cape Town, South Africa
For more information visit www.terrapinn.com
8. International Conference on New Frontiers of Child and Youth Research in Africa
Organizers: CODESRIA
 Date: August 26-27, 2009

Venue: Douala, Cameroon
For more information contact child.research@codesria.sn
9. The Infrastructure Partnerships for African Development (iPAD) DRC 2009
Organizers: Spintelligent (Pty) Ltd

Date: October 6-8, 2009

Venue: Grand Hotel, Kinshasa, Congo DRC
For more information visit www.spintelligent-events.com/ipad-drc2009
10. The Next e-ID Management Technologies and Services
Organizers: Strategies Telecoms & Multimedia 

Date: September 22-25, 2009

Venue: Sophia-Antipolis
For more information

11. Africa Media and Broadcasting Congress 2009
Organizers: Terrapin 

Date: November 2-6, 2009

Venue: Sandton Convention Centre, Johannesburg, South Africa
For more information visit www.terrapinn.com
12. The 3rd International Conference on Advances in Information Technology (IAIT2009)
Organizers: IAIT2009 Committee  

Date: December 1-5, 2009

Venue: Landmark Hotel, Bangkok, Thailand
For more information visit www.iait-conf.or
CITAD NEWS

CITAD FLAGS OFF ICT TRAINING FOR YOUTH in Jigawa State
On 4th May, CITAD in conjunction with the Hon. Adamu Anas, members representing Birniwa/Guri/K/sama Federal Constituency in the House of Representatives, Abuja, flagged off its ICT Youth Training programme for Jigawa State. The flag off ceremony which took placed at Birniwa, Birniwa Local Government was attended by several personalities included all the Chairmen of the three local governments in the constituency, the Speaker of the House of Representatives who was represented by Hon Galambi, the Speaker of the Jigawa State House of Assembly who was represented by Hon Musa Hassan of the Jigawa House of Assembly and members of the Hadejia Emirate Council. The flagging off was done by the State Governor, Sule Lamido who was represented by the State Deputy Governor, Alhaji Mahmoud Gumel. In his speech at the occasion, CITAD Director said the 100 youth from the three local governments were to benefit from the scheme. While delivery the vote of thanks, Hon. Anas Adamu said that the scheme was aimed at reducing youth unemployment in the area.
ICT Training for Local Government Directors
On 14th and 15th, May, 2009, the Centre for Information Technology and Development (CITAD) in conjunction with the Jigawa State Ministry for Local Government and with support from Microsoft under its Unlimited Potentials (up) Project held a training workshop on the theme ICTs for Planning and Data Management for Director of Planning, Research and Statistics of all the Local Governments in the State. The workshop held at the Conference Hall of Jigawa State Library, Dutse.

The workshop was declared opened by the State Commissioner for Local Government, Alhaji Nasiru Umar. In his opening speech, Alhaji Nasiru Umar said the workshop would not have been more timely but also as well focused “as the world today is being profoundly changed by ICTs”. He said that it was worth noting that the present administration in the stat is fully committed towards promoting ICTs basically to enhance and improve service delivery by public servants in the stat. he expressed the appreciation and gratitude of the Ministry to CITAD for organizing the workshop, which “will obviously go along way in building the capacity of the target participants in discharge their functions more effective through the use of ICTs.

Making her speech at the occasion, Microsoft Corporation Manager, Hajia Jummai Umar-Ajijola said that Microsoft was committed to driving technology to the communities to improve the lives of citizens. She said Microsoft which has been supporting CITAD under its Unlimited Potentials was very happy to be part of the training which aimed at building the capacity of the Directors to use ICTs to improve service delivery and enhance governance efficiency. Hajiya Umar-Ajijola revealed that in addition to this training, Microsoft was supporting CITAD to train 100 youth in ICT entrepreneurship in the State. She appealed to the State Government to encourage and support local Government Councils in the state to leverage on the potentials of ICTs in improving governance and service delivery.

In his welcome address, the Executive Director of CITAD, Y. Z. Ya'u said that his organization decided to organize the workshop when it realized that there was problem of data management in the local government. He said in that his experience during the development of the LEEDS documents for the local show that even elementary data was lacking at the local government. He therefore thought it was important to build the capacity of the Directors in charge of planning at the local government level to use ICTs in capturing, processing and managing local government. It was his hope that the workshop would go a long way on helping the participants to initiate the process of building an active database systems in their local government which would allow for access to relevant and timely data for planning purposes,. He thanked both Microsoft for its support and the ministry for Ministry Local for its cooperation in inviting the participant which has resulted in 100% attendance at the workshop.

Seven presentations were made at the workshop. These were as follows:

First day

1. Understanding ICTs by Y. Z. Ya’u, Executive Director, CITAD

2. The Internet as a tool for search as well as for storing documents by Kamal Umar, Department of Library and Information Science, Bayero University, Kano

3. document Preparation and management by Faruq Umar Uthman, Research Officer, CITAD

4. Use of ICTs in Planning and Research by Y. Z. Ya’u, Executive Director, CITAD

Second Day 

1. Developing Database using Access by Sagir Ado Yakasai

2. Data Processing using Excel by Isyaku Garba, Programmes Coordinator, CITAD

3. Introduction to the Concept of eGovernance Y. Z. Ya’u, Executive Director, CITAD

During the discussion, the following issues were raised:

· There is limited access to ICTs in the local governments. In particular none of the local governments has access to internet

· Few of the local governments have computers

· Many of the staff including some of the director do not have computer skills

· There is no commitment on the part of the Council leadership to computerize administrative processes

· There is low awareness about the use of ICTs in administrative processes at the local government levels

The following recommendations were made:

1. that all local Government should establish an ICT Unit under the Department of Planning, Research and Statistics

2. The ICT Units should be the backbone of the database of the local governments 

3. state governments should assist in the training of local government administrators to Use ICTs in view of the creeping eGovernance imitative at the federal government level

4. State government should state planning for eGovernance and not wait until eGovernance imposes itself on the government

5. Local Government Chairmen should initiate programmes to deploy ICT into their Councils, especially through the provision of Internet access that could be used for both administrative purposes as well as serve the local school communities for registration of WAEA, NECO and JAMB and in applying to institutions of higher learning

6. Local Government support the embracing of the use of ICT as a major tool for youth empowerment, by providing training opportunities and support for the trained youth to set up small scale ICT businesses in their communities

Interactive Forums on Computer Refurbishing 

CITAD in conjunction with Computer Aid International held a series of interactive forums on Computer Refurnishing Scheme. The interactive forums facilitated by Ms. Anne of the West African Desk of CAI took place in Damaturu, Yobe State (11/5/09), Dutse, Jigawa State (12/5/09), Kano, Kano State (12/5/09) and Azare, Bauchi State (13/5/09). 
dRPC Partners CITAD for Youth Training 

As part of its support to the youth training programmes of CITAD, the Kano based Development Research and Project Centre (dRPC) has offered to provide long training of trainers for CITAD’s staff and volunteers so that they can serve as youth imperators and trainers. A team of four, consisting of two males and two females, have been already commenced training with the dRPC. They will be trained as a youth inspirational health and development trainers. Following the initial training which led on 9th to 10th, May, 2009, dRPC will assist CITAD to develop a curriculum for its new training programme on Health Information.

Employability Workshop
This year’s joint CITAD/LEAP Africa Employability Programme in Kano took off with the five-day life skills training workshop. The workshop which held from the 18th to 22nd May at the Kano State Library brought 120 youth aged 16-35 years old to benefit from the programme. The participants will later be given an ICT training at CITAD after which they would be sent on a three-month internship programme. The Programme is jointly funded by the USA Government and Microsoft Corporation. 


INTERNATIONAL NEWS AND OPPORTUNITIES 

Fellowships for Threatened Academics: Professors, Researchers and Lecturers
Application Deadline: 15 June 2009
The Institute of International Education’s Scholar Rescue Fund (SRF) provides fellowships for established scholars whose lives and work are threatened in their home countries. These fellowships permit professors, researchers and other senior academics to find temporary refuge at universities and colleges anywhere in the world, enabling them to pursue their academic work and to continue to share their knowledge with students, colleagues, and the community at large. 

When conditions improve, these scholars will return home to help rebuild universities and societies ravaged by fear, conflict and repression. During the fellowship, conditions in a scholar’s home country may improve, permitting safe return; if safe return is not possible, the scholar may use the fellowship period to identify a longer-term opportunity. 

Read our outreach message in Arabic, Farsi, French and Spanish; review eligibility criteria; and download the application form: http://www.scholarrescuefund.org/pages/for-scholars.php.  Partner with SRF and host a scholar: http://www.scholarrescuefund.org/pages/for-hosts.php 

 General information: http://www.scholarrescuefund.org/ . Contact Us at: SRF@iie.org
William Wilberforce PhD Scholarship: Crime, Justice and Human Rights'
 
 
APPLICATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED BY 5 June 2009.
 
Applications are invited from well-qualified graduates to pursue a PhD programme in the 
Faculty of Arts & Social Sciences at the University of Hull, on a topic of their own 
devising which relates to the broad theme of crime, justice and human rights. The scholarship is named after William Wilberforce who was MP for Hull and whose Bill in parliament brought to an end the British Slave Trade.
 
This full-time PhD Scholarship will include fees at the 'home/EU' student rate and maintenance (£13,290 in 2009/10) for three years, depending on satisfactory progress. Funding for conference attendance will also be available.
http://www.hull.ac.uk/phd/fass/crime.html
 
The application form is available at: 
http://www.hull.ac.uk/phd/elements/pg_application.pdf 
This is form (which has a 'Wilberforce Scholarship' stamp in the top right hand corner 
of the first page) is purely for the Scholarship. Please complete it even if you have already applied for admission or even been accepted onto a research programme in the Department.
 
This is an open competition, and the scholarship may be held in any one of our departments, across departmental boundaries, or in any of our interdisciplinary research groupings. Our departments include: Drama & Music, English, History, Humanities, Law (including a centre for Restorative Justice), Modern Languages, Politics 
& International Studies, and Social Sciences (which includes Criminology and Sociology). Our interdisciplinary research groupings include the Institute for Applied Ethics, the Larkin Centre for Poetry & Creative Writing, the Anthony Minghella Institute for Creativity & Innovation and the Wilberforce Institute for the study of Slavery & Emancipation.
 
The successful applicant will research an aspect of the relationship between crime, justice and human rights. Applicants are advised to familiarize themselves with the research 
interests and expertise of scholars in the Faculty. For details of other scholarships, click on http://www.hull.ac.uk/phd/
 
CALL FOR APPLICATIONS: 6TH ANNUAL NIGERIAN YOUTH LEADERSHIP AWARDS 
LEAP Africa is proud to announce the 6th Annual Nigerian Youth Leadership Awards. The Awards, which have showcased the amazing efforts of 35 Nigerian youth since 2004, will recognize an additional set of 10 outstanding young Nigerians who have initiated change projects in their immediate communities. 

The objectives of the 6th Annual Nigerian Youth Leadership Awards are to: 

Identify young people in Nigeria who have initiated change projects that are focused on improving the lives of others 

Encourage and support these young people in their efforts 

Showcase their impact on local communities and demonstrate that the youth can effectively serve as change leaders in Nigeria. 

Application Criteria
Applicants must: 
Be between 18 and 30 years 

Have played a leadership role in creating positive changes in their local communities in one of the following areas: Business and Economic Development, Environment, Education, Law and Human Rights, Health, Media, Arts and Culture, and Science and Technology 

Be able to show tangible evidence of impact 

Demonstrate that their initiative has potential for growth or further replication 

Demonstrate high-levels of integrity and the willingness to serve as role models for other youth. 

Ten outstanding youth will be selected for recognition during a nationally publicized event that will be held on November 19, 2009. Winners will also receive cash awards of up to Seventy Thousand Naira (N70, 000) to support their work in local communities across the country. For further information about the Annual Nigerian Youth Leadership Awards, please contact Asuquo Asuquo via email at aasuquo@leapafrica.org
MACARTHUR FOUNDATION GRANTS FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE

Seeking organizations to expand and strengthen the network of human rights organizations in Nigeria, Mexico, and Russia that provide the basic infrastructure for a national human rights culture based on the rule of law. Grants are awarded only to organizations that define clear objectives for their work and measures of progress toward those objectives. The foundation provides multi-year support. Deadline: Rolling deadline. For information visit http://www.comminit.com/en/node/271822
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