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NATIONAL NEWS

ITAN Holds AGM

The Information Technology (Industry) Association of Nigeria (ITAN) has held its annual general meeting. The AGM was held at Ni’ima Guest Palace, Kano on Tuesday, 28th 2009. At the end of the AGM, the association elected new officials to run its affairs for the next two years. Among those elected were the immediate past President, Dr. Jimson Olufuye and the Secretary General, Y. Z. Ya’u who were returned to their respective positions. Others were Miss. Ola Akinyemi, Treasurer, Alhaji Sagir Mohammed, Financial Secretary and Mathis x Assistant Secretary. Mr. Olu Joseph was returned to his former position as Publicity Secretary while Biyi Fashoyi is now Assistant Financial Secretary. Mrs. Florence Seriki and Mr. Tunji Ibrahim Balogin are Vice Presidents.

Information Technology Public-Private Forum Held

The Information Technology Public-Private Forum established following the successful holding World Information Technology Alliance (WITSA) event held in April this year has held its first meeting. The meeting which brought commissioners and Special Advisers in charge of Information Technology from various states of the federal and chief executive officers of IT companies in the country was held in Kano on 29th September 2009. The meeting which held at Niima Guest Palace was declared opened by the Kano State Governor who was represented by his Deputy Engr. Abdullahi Mohammed Tijjani Gwarzo. The theme of the meeting was Plucking the Low Hanging Fruits of ICT. The forum was established to facilitate dialogue and sharing of experience between players in the public and private sectors in effort to enhance the creative deployment of ICTs in the development efforts. In a communiqué issued at the end of the meeting, participants noted that if the country wanted to achieve its mission of being one of the top 20 economies in the world by 2020 it has to invest wisely and deploy ICTs. They called on the federal government to address the power sector situation which they noted was detrimental to the development and application of ICTs in the country.

BUK VC Visits Kano ICT Park

The Vice Chancellor of Bayero University Kano, Prof. Attahiru Mohammed Jega on 25th September, 2009 said a visit to the Kano ICT Park. The Vice Chancellor who was escorted by the university Directors of Consultancy Services and the Center for Information Technology (CIT), Dr. Kabiru Dandago and Dr. Mukhra Hajara respectively were conducted round the ICT Park by the Kano State Commissioner of Science and Technology, Dr. Bashir Galadanci. Explainig the progress made so for in implementing the ICT Park Project, the Commissioner said that project as now at the tail end of its completion, waiting for the deployment of the it infrastructure for the Park to be formally opened for business early next year. He said that his Ministry was desirous to partner with institutions of higher learning in the state in the areas of training and research. He added that it was in this connection that the state government decided to build the capacity of some staff of the institutions, including to establishing and running outsourcing training centres at the Park. Responding the Vice chancellor said that the university was willing to partner and in fact would be willing to invest in the project since it is a PPP. He said that the university would establish its presence in the park as soon as allocation of space was made to tenants. He commended the Commissioner and the Kano State Governor for their foresight and the commitment they have demonstrated in pursuing the ICT Park Project. He also offered advice in the way of attracting companies to the park.

EVENTS 

1. The Infrastructure Partnerships for African Development (iPAD) DRC 2009
Organizers: Spintelligent (Pty) Ltd

Date: October 6-8, 2009

Venue: Grand Hotel, Kinshasa, Congo DRC
For more information visit www.spintelligent-events.com/ipad-drc2009
2. AITEC Ghana 
Organizers: AITEC 

Date: October 22-24, 2009

Venue: International Conference Centre, Accra
For more information info@aitecafrica.com
3. 3rd Global Forum on Innovation & Entrepreneurship 
Organizers: infoDev

Date: October 26-30, 2009

Venue: Florianopolis, Brazil
For more information visit www.infodev.org
4. Development and Information Technologies. Mobile Phones and Internet in Latin America and Africa
Organizers: Universitat Oberta de Catalunya (UOC) 

Date: October 23-24, 2009

Venue: Barcelona, Spain
For more information contact jornadesitd2009.in3@uoc.edu
5. WITSA Global Public Policy Summit 
Organizers: WITSA 

Date: October 3o-31, 2009

Venue: Bermuda, 
For more information visit www.witsa.org
6. ComBIT Africa 
Organizers: AITEC/ATCON

Date: November 2-4, 2009

Venue: Lagoon Conference Centre, Victoria Island, Lagos

For more information contact info@aitecafrica.com
7. Africa Media and Broadcasting Congress 2009
Organizers: Terrapin 

Date: November 2-6, 2009

Venue: Sandton Convention Centre, Johannesburg, South Africa
For more information visit www.terrapinn.com
8. UbuntuNet-Connect 2009: 2009 Annual Conference of the UbuntuNet Alliance 
Organizers: Research and Education Network for Uganda 

Date: November 12-13, 2009

Venue: Kampala, Uganda
For more information visit www.renu.ac.ug
9. Third African Regional Conference of Vice‐Chancellors and Deans of Science, Engineering and Technology
Organizers: African Network of Scientific and Technological Institutions (ANSTI), Makerere University, Kampala, Uganda, UNESCO, Nairobi Office 

Date: November 23-26, 2009

Venue: Kampala, Uganda
For more information visit http://ansticonference.unon.org
10. The 3rd International Conference on Advances in Information Technology (IAIT2009)
Organizers: IAIT2009 Committee  

Date: December 1-5, 2009

Venue: Landmark Hotel, Bangkok, Thailand
For more information visit www.iait-conf.org
CITAD NEWS

CITAD to Launch Film on ICTs

As part of its effort at promoting awareness and understanding of ICTs among children and youth, CITAD has done a Hausa language film, titled Naura to explain what ICTs are and how they could be used. The film, featuring young articles is to provide an innovative way to raise awareness on use of computer, and information technology in general to the public, especially young youth and children. The film featured three village children whose characters reflect intelligence rather than what the villagers feel about them (naughty children). Ikilima, Abdul and Aminu encounter Naura, a computer, which transforms into human form and tells them fascinating stories about itself, and its uses for humanity.

The story basically takes us through the history of the computer, its different parts, functions, uses and the types of professional engagements that people could aspire for in the information technology sector. Created in an atmosphere that fosters learning, combining emotional appeal and funny effects, it is meant to target children between the ages 7 to 16, although it is useful to those beyond. Released mid this month, the film is to be formally presented to the public in October.
2009 Annual ICT Quiz: Call for Entries

CITAD has begun receiving entries for the 2009 Annual ICT Quiz for secondary school students. The objective of the Quiz is to sensitize the school communities to the need for computers, encourage students to take computer studies seriously and aid advocacy on the need for school proprietors and governments to provide computers to schools.

Last year 40 secondary schools from Kano, Jigawa, Bauchi and Katsina States took part in the competition which held in from 28-29, November at the School of Technology, Kano State Polytechnic, Kano. This year the event will take place in November, and it is expected that over 60 schools eight states will take part.

Last year the following prizes in addition to the participation’ prizes and certificates were given as follows:

1. First place Position: Laptop by the Nigeria Communication Commission (NCC) and won by Government Girls Science and Technical College Kano

2. Second Place position , New desktop computer donated by the Office of the Special Adviser to the Kano State Governor on Education and Information Technology and won by Government Technical College Wudil

3. Third Place Position, HP LaserJet Printer donated by Intersystem Computers Services Limited, Kano and won by Government Hauwa Memorial College, Funtua, Katsina State

This year we are proposing the following prizes:

1. First Place Winners: VSAT Equipment 

2. Second Place: Laptop 

3. Third Place: Desktop computer  

4. Best Participant Student: Refurbished desktop computer 

5. Best Female Participant:  Television set 

6. Teacher of Winning School: Printer  

7. Teachers of runner up schools: Wall clocks 

8. Participation prize for all participants: two computer books each

9. Teachers participation prizes: two computer books plus certificate of honour

Principals of secondary schools who want their students to participate in the competition which comes up during the last week of November should contact info@citad.org or citadev@gmail.com for entry form.

Employability Training for 2009 Rounded up

CITAD this month rounded up the employability training programme for this year. The batch which had 72 participants has just concluded their examinations. Under the programme successful candidates with be sent to two-month internship period with various organizations. In addition those would outstanding performance would be enrolled in the CITAD’s ICT small scale business incubator programme. 

The Employability Programme is supported jointly by Microsoft and USA government as part of their contribution to reduce youth employment in Nigeria. So far under the programme, CITAD in the two years of implementation has trained over 400 youth from the north west zone of the country.

CITAD Sends off Interns

Two interns from the Global Information Internship Program (GIIP) of the University of California, Santa Cruz who served three-month period with CITAD were sent off as they completed their assignment. The two, Mr. Ian Anderson and Miss. Evelyn were in Kano as part of the partnership between GIIP and CITAD in technology skill transfer. They were the third set to come since the commencement of the partnership three years ago. Also with them during most for the period was Mr. Adams Thompson, the Assistant Director of GIIP who coordinates the field activities of GIIP in Africa

INTERNATIONAL NEWS AND OPPORTUNITIES 

Skoll Awards for Social Entrepreneurship 

The Skoll Awards for Social Entrepreneurship are designed to support and celebrate social entrepreneurs whose work has the potential for large-scale positive influence in important areas often burdened by intractable imbalances  -- tolerance and human rights, health, environmental sustainability, peace and security, institutional responsibility, and economic and social equity.  Within these areas, we are placing increasing emphasis on challenges which could have significant negative impact on humanity in our lifetime – climate change, lack of access to clean water, nuclear proliferation, pandemics, and conflict in the Middle East.

The Award includes: 1) funding to the organization of up to $750,000 paid over three years for core support and 2) an award (non-cash) to the social entrepreneur leading the organization’s work at the Skoll World Forum on Social Entrepreneurship.

The selection process for the Skoll Awards for Social Entrepreneurship program is competitive. Hundreds of applications are submitted for the 7-10 Awards given annually.  To help assess your organization’s match to Skoll’s selection criteria, please complete the Eligibility Quiz before submitting an Online Application.

Qualifying organizations will:
· Be led by a social entrepreneur. 

· Have implemented innovative programs that demonstrate effective approaches to the critical social and environmental challenges of our time. 
· Be able to describe a clear, long-term path to creating equilibrium change.
· Demonstrate proof of concept with measurable outcomes.

· Have a clear, compelling plan for reaching scale.

· Demonstrate a track record of at least three years. 

· Have a clear plan for long term financial and operational sustainability. 

· Commit to work with peers and the Skoll Foundation to share learning and communicate success stories.

For an in-depth discussion of social entrepreneurship and equilibrium change, please refer to “Social Entrepreneurship: a Case for Definition.”

Application instructions, an Eligibility Quiz and the Online Application are available at www.skollfoundation.org/skollawards/index.asp
Applications are accepted on a year-round basis.  Regularly posted deadlines ensure that applications received by those deadlines are considered for review at corresponding board meetings.  Award winners are celebrated at the Skoll World Forum following their selection, a four-day event which takes place in March or April in Oxford, England.

Please visit www.skollfoundation.org/skollawards/index.asp for additional information about the Skoll Awards for Social Entrepreneurship including guidelines, Eligibility Quiz, Online Application and Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs).  

Due to the volume of applications submitted, we cannot provide a one-on-one consultation with prospective applicants. It is our goal to provide clear guidance and advice through our online materials. If you have suggestions about how to improve these materials, please email your ideas to grants@skollfoundation.org
A CREATIVE WRITING COMPETITION on Nigerian Women and Development: Centre for Human Development (CHD), IBADAN hereby announces the Creative Writing Competition on Nigerian Women and Development: Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow. Within the framework of its strategy of educating the youth on Women’s Empowerment and Gender Equality, the Centre for Human Development (CHD), with support of the Ford Foundation in Nigeria, is organising a writing competition on the above theme to underscore the important role of the Nigerian Women’s Movement in the quest for women’s empowerment, gender equality and sustainable development. This Creative Writing Competition is designed to celebrate the productive roles and achievements of women in national development in the last 50 years, stimulate enquiry into the changing roles of women in society and institute a gender sensitive representation of arts and culture.  
 The competition is open to young women and men within the age limit, 20-40 years to develop skills in writing, designing and creating short plays, essays and poetry and to stimulate their interest in issues regarding the changing roles of women in society. Interested participants are requested to send in an original scholarly writing in form of prose or short play or poetry to express their ideas about the selected theme.
 Submission of entries: Participants should submit soft copies electronically to info@chdafrica.org and 2 hard copies to Centre for Human Development, Suite 1, First Floor, New Adeoyo Road, Off  Ring Road, Ibadan, Oyo State. Prizes: $1,000 will be awarded to the winner in each category of the competition.
 For further enquiries call 08089803557, 08098060004 or check the Centre’s website, www.chdafrica.org. DUE DATE: December 31st, 2009. Programme is supported by The Ford Foundation, Lagos, Nigeria

Call For Applications: 6th Annual Nigerian Youth Leadership Awards 
LEAP Africa is proud to announce the 6th Annual Nigerian Youth Leadership Awards. The Awards, which have showcased the amazing efforts of 35 Nigerian youth since 2004, will recognize an additional set of 10 outstanding young Nigerians who have initiated change projects in their immediate communities. 

The objectives of the 6th Annual Nigerian Youth Leadership Awards are to: 

Identify young people in Nigeria who have initiated change projects that are focused on improving the lives of others 

Encourage and support these young people in their efforts 

Showcase their impact on local communities and demonstrate that the youth can effectively serve as change leaders in Nigeria. 

Application Criteria
Applicants must: 
Be between 18 and 30 years 

Have played a leadership role in creating positive changes in their local communities in one of the following areas: Business and Economic Development, Environment, Education, Law and Human Rights, Health, Media, Arts and Culture, and Science and Technology 

Be able to show tangible evidence of impact 

Demonstrate that their initiative has potential for growth or further replication 

Demonstrate high-levels of integrity and the willingness to serve as role models for other youth. 

Ten outstanding youth will be selected for recognition during a nationally publicized event that will be held on November 19, 2009. Winners will also receive cash awards of up to Seventy Thousand Naira (N70, 000) to support their work in local communities across the country. For further information about the Annual Nigerian Youth Leadership Awards, please contact Asuquo Asuquo via email at aasuquo@leapafrica.org
MACARTHUR FOUNDATION GRANTS FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE

Seeking organizations to expand and strengthen the network of human rights organizations in Nigeria, Mexico, and Russia that provide the basic infrastructure for a national human rights culture based on the rule of law. Grants are awarded only to organizations that define clear objectives for their work and measures of progress toward those objectives. The foundation provides multi-year support. Deadline: Rolling deadline. For information visit http://www.comminit.com/en/node/271822
Document 

If Skype should fall

Sep 25th 2009
From Economist.com

There are now plenty of able-bodied alternatives

SEVERAL years ago, your correspondent found his telephone bill was getting out of hand and vowed to halve it. The obvious answer was to sign up for a free Skype account—and get the benefit of computer-to-computer phone calls around the world for nothing plus calls to conventional landline phones for little more than two cents a minute. 

At the time, he was paying his landline carrier (Verizon) five cents a minute for local calls, 11 cents for cross-country calls and an average of 16 cents a minute for international calls. Overseas calls accounted for half his monthly bill.

efore deciding to hang up his landline, he looked at a number of alternatives to Skype—including Gizmo Project (now called Gizmo5), SightSpeed, GrandCentral, TalkPlus, iSkoot, Mobivox, ooVoo, Jajah, Jangl and others with even sillier names. At the time, none came close to challenging Skype in terms of features, convenience and popularity. 

One special attraction for a roving correspondent was Skype’s videoconferencing facility, which was simplicity itself to use. Also, with almost 200m users (now 480m) signed up for the service, there was a fair chance that many colleagues and acquaintances would already have Skype accounts and be readily accessible. The clincher was that Skype also ran on dozens of mobile phones, portable game consoles and other internet appliances. Today, that includes Apple’s iPhone and iPod Touch.

That was not to say Skype was without its problems. The lack of adequate security had been a concern since the day it was launched in 2003. Enthusiasts are quick to point out that Skype has some of the best encryption technology around for preventing eavesdroppers from listening into conversations. That is true. But Skype’s ability to evade wiretapping is of little concern for most users. For business users especially, the main concern is that Skype provides an ideal vehicle for delivering malware into the inner sanctum of an organisation, as well as for sneaking corporate secrets out.

Remember, Skype was designed by the same Estonian whizz-kids who created the all but unblockable KazAa file-sharing network that rocked the music industry a decade ago and provided the same proprietary “peer-to-peer” architecture capable of tunnelling through firewalls. With traffic forwarded from one computer to another via an inner circle of some 20,000 super-nodes, Skype has no central servers directing the traffic flow, logging the calls and preventing viruses, Trojan horses and spyware from piggybacking on the flow of encrypted data. That can be a serious concern for small firms and home users who lack the professional means to protect themselves. 

Another worry has been the way anyone can join Skype’s network without proof of identity. In fact, users can set up numerous accounts under different fictitious names and go wholly unchallenged. That makes it a jungle where antisocial behaviour is common.

Despite such reservations, your correspondent has found Skype a handy way of staying in touch with friends and family, and having business meetings. Over the past few years it has saved him literally thousands of dollars in travel costs alone. He has had countless video conferences using his office PC or laptop while on the road. He also carries a slick little Belkin handset that can make Skype calls over Wi-Fi networks without the need for a computer. With free Wi-Fi hotspots in public places throughout California, the Skype phone gets more use than its owner’s mobile.

But now, suddenly, storm clouds are gathering over Skype. In a flurry of lawsuits, the investment group that recently agreed to acquire 65% of Skype from eBay for $1.9 billion is being sued by the original founders, Janus Friis and Niklas Zennstrom, who sold the company to eBay for $2.6 billion in 2005. 

Back then, eBay was granted a licence to use the founders’ proprietary peer-to-peer software—but not the right to open it up for developers to tinker with. Among other things, eBay and Skype’s new would-be owners are being sued for breach of this licensing agreement, copyright infringement and theft of trade secrets. Meanwhile, their licence to use the so-called Global Index Software has been terminated by Joltid, the Stockholm firm the founders set up to license their proprietary software. 

Whatever the motives behind these messy legal wranglings, the threat to Skype’s future is real enough to cause concern among those who use it. It was bad enough two years ago when Skype fell silent for 36 hours after the mass downloading of a Microsoft “Patch Tuesday” release, which unexpectedly brought the peer-to-peer network to its knees. The scurry by worried Skype users to get a backup plan in place crippled a number of other internet telephony services as traffic to them suddenly rocketed.

As a precaution, your correspondent has been taking a fresh look at some of the alternatives he dismissed last time round. He has opened accounts with a couple of the more desirable ones in case they are overwhelmed by another sudden rush to sign up if Skype goes offline again. Most of the alternatives are now far more competitive than they were three years ago. A few are every bit as good as (or even better than) the latest version of Skype, though none has anything like the mass appeal. 

For Macintosh users, iChat is everything you would expect of Apple—slick, simple and with stunning graphics. Its voice quality is even better than Skype’s. The video chat feature lets you set up multi-person conferences on the fly. And it is less of a bandwidth hog than Skype. All you need is an internet connection and a video camera, plus an account with one of the more popular instant-messaging services, such as AIM, Google Talk, Jabber or MobileMe—and, of course, a Macintosh computer running Mac OS X. 

The choice for Windows users is wider, though few of the products are as polished as iChat. SightSpeed comes close. It is delightfully simple to set up and use, and provides excellent 30 frames-a-second video with crisp audio and little delay. You can also send video e-mail and text chat with its built in instant-messaging service. And it works on Macs as well as PCs. 

One drawback: the SightSpeed software (called Logitech Vid) is free only to those using a video camera made by Logitech; otherwise, all you get is a 30-day free trial. If you are planning to buy a stand-alone video camera for your computer, the SightSpeed service is reason enough to chose a Logitech device. Those with laptops that have a video camera already built in are better off looking elsewhere.

If making “SkypeOut” calls to landline and mobile phones—as well as making free voice and video calls from computer to computer—is important to you, then look no further than Gizmo5. This is identical to Skype in most respects save one: it uses open standards for managing calls, though its compression algorithms and client software are as proprietary as Skype’s. However, by embracing the popular internet-signalling standard called Session Initiation Protocol (SIP), Gizmo5’s free software can work seamlessly with other SIP-based networks, including the phone companies’.

Depending on the carrier and the handset used, that can mean free—or, at least, much cheaper—calls to landline and mobile phones, as well as free voice and video calls between computers. For many, that is enough to make Gizmo5 an even better deal than Skype. Should Skype goes silent (or even if does not), Gizmo5 could well pick up much of the running.
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