How Kano residents procured vaccine cards without jabs
By Ismail Auwal
In the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic, which ravaged the entire globe in the early 2020 inflicting pain misery on the world, and killing hundreds of people, there were calls for a quick solution to end the pandemic, including finding a medical solution, especially since the lockdown imposed to halt the spread was inflicting new pains the Nigerians and people around the world.
The Nigerian Government put many steps in place to stop the pandemic and save a dying population.  Which includes putting a significant amount of money, in the procurement and distribution of vaccines to the public.
The arrival of COVID-19 vaccines was a big comfort, but it was followed by controversies that cast even more doubt and skepticism on coronavirus issues in some countries, including Nigeria.
However, the World Health Organization (WHO) has consistently maintained that the benefits of the vaccine far outweigh the risks, which explains why countries all over the world have continued to administer vaccines to their citizens, including Nigeria.
Covid-19 Vaccine in Nigeria
 On March 2, 2021, the Federal Government put an end to long-held doubts and speculations about its ability to obtain the vaccine by procuring 3.94 million doses of AstraZeneca vaccine from COVAX.
Another doses of the vaccine arrived Nigeria afterwards
After the vaccine was tested and certified by the National Agency for Food and Drug Administration and Control (NAFDAC) to be effective and safe for use in the country, the government, through the Presidential Task Force on COVID-19, launched a national COVID-19 vaccination program on March 5, 2021, at the National Hospital in Abuja. Following that, state governors launched vaccination campaigns in their states, which were then passed on to local councils in their respective domains.
That Nigerians are apprehensive about taking the vaccine jab could be seen in the ultimatum given by the government to all federal and state civil servants to take the vaccine, with the warning that those without evidence of receiving the vaccine would be denied access to their offices.
Covid-19 vaccine in Kano
Governor Abdullahi Ganduje of Kano State, on December 18 flagged-off a mass vaccination exercise against COVID-19 pandemic as part of measures to prevent the spread of the disease across the state.
There so many doubts and allegations around the management of pandemic by the Governor Abdullahi Umar Ganduje led administration.
Many Residents then believed that the administration, due to its reputation, will use that as an opportunity to squander the budget meant for the vaccine.
Getting COVID-19 vaccine card without receiving a jab in Kano State
In Kano State, with N5,000 to N20,000, a COVID-19 vaccine card could be procured without taking the doses. The amount charged, according to findings, depends on the middlemen negotiating the deal.
During a visit to some health centres within Kano Metropolitan, the officials on duty said it cost nothing to receive the vaccine. Attempts to negotiate to get the vaccine card without taking the jab were not successful. The health officials at the facilities denied it was possible to procure the card without receiving the jabs. Some of the health facilities visited were Gwagwarwa Primary Care, and Dawakin Kudu Health Care, Hausawa Primary Care and Sharada Primary Care
However a fixer, who identified himself as Shuiabu at one of the facilities who later talked to this reporter said they were being careful as they did not know who they were chatting with. But it was gathered before the visit that some residents were receiving the vaccine cards without receiving a dose, although this was being done discreetly, usually through middlemen who the health officials know.
The scandalous act according to this Investigation is mostly carried out by the Primary Health Care (PHC) Department in Kano State revealed that some Nigerian health workers collect bribes and issue COVID-19 cards to individuals without administering the vaccine.
The fixer, later called one of his contacts one of the to one who is a staff of one of the Primary Health Care Centre asking about the possibility of getting the Covid-19 certificate for a friend "as soon as possible."
After a protracted conversation with the health worker who initially claimed that he don't do anything like that to this reporter, he eventually gave in.
The Health worker named N30,000 as pay, but the fixer explained that he is simply trying to assist his friends sister, who required the certificate for a school activity.
Okay, I'll assist you, but I still don't want you to visit the clinic with that your, so send the candidate's information instead, and come along with N5,000 and the certificate will be ready, he said.
After the deal, was sealed, he asked for the details of the person who needed the vaccine card. He asked of Name, National Identification Number, Address and birth certificate and a phone number of which were provide.
Another deal was struck with another fixer via WhatsApp chat; the fixer first asked this reporter if he was being set up; once assured that it was a set up, he proceeded to make a phone call.
In less than 5 minutes, the fixer returns with confirmation of his contact at the primary health care center and requests N10,000 as his fee.
After providing all of the information, the certificate is ready for collection within 24 hours.
The fixer boosted that he can provide as many certificate as one wants in much as he will be paid, " I can always provide these services in as much as they is money," he said in hausa language.
All fixers confirmed that the act was carefully carried out by the health workers to ensure there is no trace of fraud anywhere. Perfecting the act, the health workers, ensure the data was carefully uploaded on the National Primary Health Care Development Agency (NPHCDA) COVID-19 vaccination platform, "that is all our client  received SMS from the agency showing that we have been administered the vaccine," he asserted
The Airport.
This reporter contacted Hassan Usman at Malam Aminu Kano International Airport to confirm the authenticity of the card, and the card revealed that the two doses were received in July and August, five weeks apart. However, the first card was obtained in September. In addition, a few days after receiving the card, the phone number provided for the deal received a text message with the vaccination number and site.
Ministry of Health 
By issues the certificate to those that pay without taking the jab health workers are comprising the professional standards and ethics and have adopted an unprofessional attitude driven by corruption that is putting many lives at risk, Dr. Najib Usman Muhammad said.
In the practice that is common among the PHCs investigated, health workers collect bribes and issue COVID-19 certification cards without administering the vaccine; an action that seems the worse form of professional misconduct.
This is even as the Medical and Dental Practitioners Act, a legislation that regulates health practitioners in Nigeria, mandates them to safeguard the public at all times, and ensure professional misconduct, incompetent or unethical practice are not allowed or condoned, he added.
When we contacted a Director at State Primary Health Care, who did not want to be identified, he denied knowledge of the practice, but added that if it does occur, the perpetrators aren't health workers, but those impersonating and parading themselves as health workers.
However, another senior official of the agency who did not want his name mentioned, said they are aware some people are getting the COVID-19 certification card without vaccination, pointing out that they have put taskforce in place to monitor the malpractice, but, said it is unfortunate the practice still happens despite all training and warnings given to the officials.
Reaction
Some residents who spoke with this reporter confirmed that they, too, paid to obtain their certificates.
Sadiq Abdullahi stated that he paid to obtain his certificate from Tarauni Local Government because he does not trust "westerners" and needs to travel.
They accused the government of conniving with European countries to reduce the population of Nigerian using the vaccine.
He mentioned that he paid N10,000 for the certificate without taking a shot.
When contacted, another influential figure in the state stated that he was oblivious of the process used to obtain the certificate.
"I simply called one of my contacts and requested the process, and I received my certificate 48 hours after providing the information," he explained.
 Dr. Usman opined that a good number of persons with COVID-19 vaccine certification cards were not vaccinated.
He opined that the state must rise against this ugly practice, as it is a public health issue that puts everybody at risk. 
"We cannot afford to sacrifice public health to corruption which is defiling many efforts made towards addressing Nigeria’s health system," the public enthusiast said.
A health worker, on the other hand, blamed the practice on paradoxical and varied narratives that have made it impossible for people to trust the vaccine, and urged the government to implement an effective communication strategy that will result in proper education and awareness about the vaccine's safety. As a result, a large number of people will receive the vaccine.
" I see my friends doing all the practices but it never sit well with me,"he said.
